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Johnson’s Biographer
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Chauncey
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YOUNG BOSWELL., By
Brewster Tinker., Boston:
lantly Monthly Press.

Prof. Tinker .'helim'vs James Bos-
well had genius, an extraordinary
capacity for friendship, and that his
flow of animal spirits and high good
humor was not alone a marked asset
in his suceees in life but also afforded
genuine pleastre to his' friends. And
to demonstrate all this he has writ-
ten what he calls “a group of con-
eleven .in number,
which proves to be a most interest-
ing—vés, fascinating—life of John-
son's biographer, Moreover, there is
considerable new information in the
text drawn frgm Prof. Tinker's
studies for his forthcoming edition
of Boswell’s correspondence.

He summarizes his opinlons of
Boswell in the preface to this work,
in which he says: “James Boswell
has fared rather badly at the hands
of most people who have written
about him, Tor myself, T frankly
admit that [ have enjoyed my asso-
eintion with him, and that I have no
desire ecither to patronize him or sit
in judgment on his oceasionil Iapses
from soclal |propriety and moral
standanis T?II Boswell
times « very foolish young man any
reader may ste; bul he was not, 1
think, foulish many of his
eritics have been, When all is said,
he had genius, and of that I have
tried to make a sympathetic stody,
preferving to err, If 1 must err, on
the side of appreciation.”

0Of his reasons for giving so senti-

nected  essays,”

=0 ns

mental a title to his beok, Frof.
Tinker writes: *1 have called this
book ‘Young Boswell'! because it

seemed (o me that the spirit which
imbued his entire literary work was
essentially vouthful. Even in the
role of hero-worshipper—a simple
pconception of him which has satis-
fied many critics—there is something
of youth and it illusions. When
Boswell was at his best there were
present in him the qualities asso-
ciated with youth—confidence, buoy-
ancy, hope and an appetite for ex-
perience well as the common
faults of youth-self-indulgence and
self-esteem.”

In neither of these appreciations
curiously enough does Prof. Tinker
mention one ggality possessed by
Boswell that stands out very con-
spicuously in his life. This is his in-
domitable pursuit eof m:-King the
acquaintance of distinguished men,
of gaining his ends with uncommon
and varied shrewdnesses and of mak-
ing firm friends of most of the greal
men so variously approached. We
got the frst glimpse of this per-
slstency in the manner he fell in
with his father's plan that James
should go to Utrecht to study law, or
to continue the studies begun in
FEdinburzh. To James Holland was
but the port of entry for wider
travels in Furope, and by attending
clagses in Utreeht he eventually
made his way to Germany, Switzer-
land and Ttaly and Corsica.

Each of the last mentioned three
countries furnished him with a lion,
a friend and, in the case of Corsica,
not only a friend but material for
hig first literary success, Switzer-
land brought him to Rousseau, Naly
to Wilkes and Corsica gave him Gen.
Puoli and his “An Account of Cor-
stea,” which had a great vogue and
was of some moment politically,
There is surely something approach-
ing genius in the mander in which
Boswell variously  approached
three such different men as Rous-
sean, Wilkes and Puoli. And surely
there is gening in friendship in con-
verting the suspiclous Proli of their
first interview to the admiring friend
the elder man became when he took
With Proi.

s
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up residence in England

Tinker the Corsican had an intense |

admiration for Boswell's lively
humor, a quality =o inimitable that

even Ianny Burney, mach as she|
disliked it, could not help but be
amuged al  James's imitations of
Johnson,

The esspy devoted (o Boswell's
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a New Light

meeting with the French philosopher,
which occurred during the winter of
1764-65, contains much new matter,
a8 summarized briefly in the fore-
goingz, owing to the fact that Prof.
Tinker has had the good fortune to
come Into possession of copies of
Boswell's letters to'Rousseau, “which
have never been published or even
read over by scholars,”” They show
to the full Beswell's singular ability
to “get on the right side” of men,
even of one so difficult of approach
as Rousseau, his first letter asking
for the privilege of calling being a
masterpiece of wunderstanding, and
the power to flatter without over-
doing it And his first letter to
Wilkes is equally a masterpiece, but
in quite g different mood.

not impress women with the @
ease he did men. Doubtless his heart
was not so much set upon those
feminine conquests, although he
thought he was madly in love on
several occasions, and the women to
whom he paid his admiration saw
through him. In any case it was so
with Isabelle de Zuylen, the 'Zelide"
of his Utrecht daysy with that “Prin-
cess” whose amusing refusal of him
wis set down by Boswell as meticu-
lously as one of his conversations
with Johnson, and with the Irish
girl, briefest episode of all.

Prof. Tinker makes a very good
case for his “Young Boswell," par-
ticularly in showing that the con-
ventional idea of his folly and gross
hero-worship Is not well founded.
And he shows why one of Boswell's
relatives, who did not admire James
or his great work as a rule, said of
him: “He preferred being a show-
man to keeping a shop of his own”
This vplume lets us know just how

It is curioug that Boswell could

good a “showman" he was,

The‘- Common

OUR | UNCONSCIOUS MIND. By
Frederick Plerce. E P. Dutton & Co.

R, PIERCE secks to sxplain
the relation between our

conscious and unconscious
It of

books,” but it is different from many

is one “those mind

self.

of them in that the author in his

effort to make ¢lear the hidden mo-
fact, thelr real driving power, aims
at simplicity of treatment and an
actually practical Thelpfulness in
every day life and work. The lay
reader may limp, figuratively,
through Mr. Pierce’s scientific ex-
planations, but he will be more than
| repaid by the charm of the treasures
to which they are the key.

| The auther is as scientific per-
haps as he should be. While psy-
chology as a study goes back into
the ecarly dawn of scientific re-
search, the science of the mind, as
it iz understood to-day, is scarcely
more than in its infancy. It has
already the helpful jargon of a
selence, but so rapid has been its
development that psychologists are
often puzzled as to the exact mean-
ing of its terminology.

Any person who wishes to under-
stand Mr, Pierce's scientific discus-
slons shouid study his theories and
discissions  before they have re-
ceived the dilettante manhandling
which has been the fate of those of
most of his predecessors in mental
investigations. There is  quite
enoigh of the mysteries and the
espterie in the wvaried meanings of
the much abwsed word “complex,”
of “libide,” “foreconsciousness” and
“response models” to starl a whole
troops of Hermiones and members of
“gur select circle of serious thinkers”
out on their bounden duty of sub-
stracting from the knowledge of the
world.

Mr. Pierce may not draw more
clearly than any other writer has the
line beéelween the conscipus and the
unconscious. It is a difficult thing
to do. He impresses upon the read-
er, however, in a sensible =ort®of
way, the effect of the two upon hu-
man motives and actions.

As corrective for Mr.
Pierce suggests a thorough analysis
of the advice if advice
needed, then the mapping out of a
line of action. Put the paper on
which the plan of ‘attack is written
out in a drawer "and definitely
fuse to refer to it again unless the
crisis arrives, Meantime, know
that the muatter has had yvour clear-
est and best thought, rule it out of
the mind as completely as any other
finizhed item of the day's work.
Thi= can be done both by poesitive
auto-suggestion and the replacement
lof another moment
| signs of the worry appear.”
: In effort achi
| there is always the [ear of
“Thiv fear of defeat—of having ss

i worry,

CRuEe,

re-

idea the any

EVETY at vement

defeat,

rificed all pleasures of indulgences
#nd then not having gained the
gchievement wished—is, I bolieve,

one of the most paralyzing factors in
operating the will” After an analy-
| #is of the situation the first thing s
|Io strengthen the wish for achisve-
ment; “the imagination should be di-
upon the desired

| rected  specifically

achievement at every opporssajs; |

nol upon the process toward the N
=0 much as upon the goal as defi-
and

nitely selected =urely atlain-

nble.

But in his discussionsz of the proc-
1

esscs of the mind Mr. Plerce presup- | vislon and exalis

Of the Unconscious

tives controliing human actions, in |

[transcendenta) experience,

Sense

Somewhere in the period from 1904
to 1906 the “youth cult" seized this
country, It had its origin perhaps
in the famous misquoted half jesting
remark of Dr. Osler. He denied that
he had ever made the statement at
tributed to him; but that made no
difference to the group of faddists
who were Intrigued by the idea. The
yYouth cult caused an incaleulable’
foss in money and brought about
“scarcely less tragedy in waste of
houman values than even the workd
war.” Fortunately the cult was com-
parativaly short lived. Business ex
ecutives began {o realize the enor-
mous cest of scrapping trained work
ers merely because of advancing
years and sociologists much earlier
realized the consequence to soclety
of subordinates of forty-five or fifty
being considered too old for efficient
work.

From autosuggestion quacks reaped
a rich harvest, Paid dispensers of
nuns)}ine and joy began thelr cam-
paign' about the time when the word
first came Into’ general use; they
assured the world that all it needed
to make everyvthing right was to de-
clare everything right, that io be
rich it was only necessary to think
money, to be famous only to think

poses the existence of a mind as well |
l.’m of a will which may be judiciously |
exercised. This leads to a mcu]iariyl
interesting plase of the book anid)
one of its most valuable attributes |
The whole subjeet of the study of tha|
mind has suffered so much ffom|
misrepresentation and quackery that
what he has to say is well worth |
reading,

| No theories have besn more igno- |
rantly and sensationally handled
than those of Prof. Sigmund Freud
of Vienna, Persons who perhaps
have never read one of his works
and who miy not have possessed the
mental training necessary io itz un-
derstanding if they had read it, have
been especially aetive either In prais-
ing or condemning his teachings.
Freud has thus been represented ad
a creator of morbld fancies, of un-
natural or abnormal desires, a phil-
osopher of fantasies, a fortune teller
and an interpreter of dreams. The
resull of this undesirable publicity
has been that the true students of
Freud who knew him as a serious
minded psychiatrist and neurologist,
as a man shunning public attention
and seeking only to blaze a trall in a
new science, have unfortunately re-
mained silent and permitted the
quacks to revel in their spread of
misinformaution.

ALL 18 ONE. A Plea for the Highen
Pantheism. By Edward Hplmes
B. P. Dutton & Co.

A

Pantheism,” and he writes with in-
tense fervor of his own extraordi-
nary experience—"a transcendental
experience,” he calls it—while con-
after a severe surgical
operation. After three weeks spent
in the sunlit atmosphere of a “nurs-
where conditions were
Lo weakened

physical state, he says:

NOTHER of Mr. Holmes's ear-
nest tracts is stuted, frankly,
as “a plea for the higher

valescent

ng home,

unusually grateful a

“1 passed
il 2

into a state called, for want of a |

ter phrase, ‘spiritual exaltation'

Whut was the cause or causes I can-
not say, but as to the evidences and
Lhe

convincingness of experiences

there ean be no doubt.” In brief, his

statement is this: y |
|

and is my conviction

came nearer, thoan—such was |

than 1 had

ever done before lo secing things as
they really are. My sense of propor-
tion, a sense which I had somehow
lost, at lenst seriously impaired,
seemed to have been completely re-
stored. My standard of values, which
had been perverted by various ad- |

or

| verse influences, seemed Lo have
| yeen suddenly and authoritatively |
| 13

rectified. T knew what were the real |

! things of life, the things that make |
| ife worth living, and my contempt
|I‘-)r the things which men usuually
girive for—material possession, com-
fort, luxuries, success, advancement,
| distinction, position and the Hke—
was unbounded,. . . . Tt is my
conviction that” whatever mmy be
the occasional cause or causes of a|

the reul

l cause is the passage through the|
soul of a man of pure and pro-
found emotion which clarifises one's

v

quickens to

L)
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The Normal Dréam—World

fame. “He can who thinkg he can,”

| “Right thinking makes right living,"”

mind makes a sound
some of their catch

“A cheerful
body," werz
phrases.

The suggestion guacks got many
followers, because it is a natural
human tendency to seek a short cut
to success. Real accomplishments
mean work and steadfastness of pur-
pose: the acquisition of knowledge
involves study, and thorough study
requires patient, persistent applica-
tion. Autosuggestion as successfully
taught at Nancy and Geneva has
proved helpful under some clrcum-
stances to those persons who have
sincerely endeavored to understand
and practice it. Despite the optimis-
tic quacks, it has not made an inter-
national golf champion out of a
duffer or a merchant prince from an
incompetent, lazy clerk.

Putting aside the scientific aspect
of the work, which the scientist and
the psychologist must pass upon, it
seems that Mr. Pierce has done a
good job in writing “Our Uncon-
scious Mind"” if he has put people
Into the way of thinking clearly and
correctly, of estimating at their real
yvalue the quack, false prophet and
loose thinker and of assigning to
buncombe, intentional misrepresenta-
tion and delusive theories their
proper places.

LOUTS A. SPRINGER.

~

an unwonted degree one's sensibil-
ity or power of reaching to the
stimulus of environment."

My, Holmes declares his deep bellef
that “the world of my normal ex-
perience is the dream world; the
world of which those fleeting ex-
periences are real.” And the whole
conclusion of his thought and ex-
perience, “emerged as one triumph-
ant conviction—far bevond the nor-
mal limits of a certitude—-that the
universe i8 an organie, a living
whole, and that All is QOne.”
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- A Tale of the
Lake St. John Country

By
LOUIS HEMON

A, siring and beastife
novel, proclaimed by the
critis “the o
book of the year.” $2.00

The Macmillan Company

WHICH YOU MUS

of fiction, i
absence of either idealization or
able.”" —Loutsr Maunsell Field.

fective,

teviese: “'Far and away the bes
‘Andivius Hedulio.' 1L taps t

The Public .'v'dyr-', Philu., aVs
‘publicans and sinners’ is a bi
well as Peler’'s— Julie, vivid, uﬁ

William Rose Benet,

Fach 8200, Any bookytore can supply

The five BIG novels

SHEILA KAYE-SMITH’S Joanna Gedden

The New York Times says: “Joanna is ene of the memorable women
drawn with a fidelity, a glow and vividness, an

CHARLES G. NORRIS’S Brass

The wide and constantly increasing demand for this book shows how
deeply the country is interested in this picture of the injury caused
through marringe ties carelessly assumed 8
amazing power of its unsparing truth is ma

EDWARD LUCAS WHITE’S Andivius Hedulio

Katharipe Fullerton Gerould writes in The Independent and Werldy

delight. 11 is, in its adventurous and breathless kind, o masterpiece.”

ROBERT KEABLE’S Simon Called Peter

¢ “Peter’s quest for God among the

Life calis it: A good book that deserves to be widely read.”

BRETT YOUNG’S The Black Diamond

The Literary Review says: “Brett Young not only describes richly aund
with an excellent sense of the drumntic; he observes accurately, . . .
For the reader the test is that when the book is closed the characters
remain actual, memorable and varied against living landscapes.”

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave., New York
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